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Kooloora Community Centre receives its core funding from the NSW Department of Communities and Justice and
is supported by NSW Land and Housing Corporation. Kooloora Community Centre also receives significant
support from Randwick City Council.
Kooloora is a grass roots organisation addressing the needs of people living in Randwick City Council’s South Ward.
Our programs reflect strong working relationships with our partners: Department of Communities and Justice,
Randwick City Council, The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment, Prince of Wales Community Health,
Housing NSW, Second Bite, Kingsford Legal Centre, Sydney Children’s Hospital, Playgroups NSW and others to
support the community through professional services and targeted programs.

These programs include Energy Accounts Payment Assistance Scheme, Supported Playgroup, Vacation Care, Kids
Zone, Fruit and Veg Coop, Gentle Exercises, Second Bite, Fitness for Seniors, Kingsford Legal Centre free legal advice
etc. Kooloora communities rely on these partnerships to provide a comprehensive, inclusive and relevant service
operating from a premise of sound social justice principles.
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MINUTES OF AGM 2020
Kooloora Communty Centre
Annual General Meeting
7 December 2020
167 Bilga Crescent, Malabar NSW 2036
Present: Ali Golding, Boo Teong Khoo, Charles George, Cheryl Nicol, Doreen Grant, Dave
Mitchell, Dylan Parker, Esmeralda Khairis, Felicita De Guzman, Geoff Cook, Igor Raitsin, Jean
Howes, Jenny Kelly, Jo Bowen, Jodi Tweed, Judy Rosta, Lillian Shuttleworth, Lolita (Let)
Summons, Marilyn McCawley, Maryam Jacob, Michael Daley, Nadia Sandona, Olga Dunn, Paul
Compton, Pauline Peadon, Pearl Smith, Robyn Romei, Roger Alexander, Ron Harris, Roslyn Nicol
and Shane Flint.
Apologies: Danny Said, George Collinson, Gillian Collinson, and Matt Thistlethwaite.
Meeting was opened by President Jo Bowen at 1.41pm and handed over to Aunty Ali Golding
for the Acknowledgement of Country.
Acknowledgement of Country was warmly spoken by Aunty Ali Golding who welcome all to
Bidjigal and Gadigal land acknowledging the traditional owners as the custodians of the land
and paying our respects to the Elders, past, present and future.
Local Member of Parliament Michael Daley acknowledged the traditional owners of the land
and went one to say that he loves the local people. Although there is the common expression
that “we are all in this together” but in reality, we are not all in this together as there are people
who are left behind. He was glad to be able to recommend a grant of $10,000 for Kooloora
Community Centre, thanked the outgoing and incoming board, and ended by reminding all to
stay safe and healthy in light of the current Covid-19 pandemic.
Department of Communities and Justice’s (DCJ) Michael West acknowledged the Bidjigal and
Gadigal of the Eora Nation and paid respect to Elders, past, present and future. He thanked
Kooloora for doing a good job in providing valuable services to the local community. He
recognized that Kooloora and DCJ are more than service providers but partners working
together for the people.
Randwick Council Community Development’s Jodi Tweed acknowledged the traditional
owners of the land. She is mindful that people without a purpose perish, emphasized that
Kooloora builds into that purpose and vision of the community, and thus builds the community.
She thanked Kooloora for the great work that it does, and look forward to continue working
with Kooloora.
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Randwick Council Councillor Dylan Parker thanked Aunty Ali for the Acknowledgement of
Country, and Michael West for touching on the important role of Kooloora. He said that one
thing Randwick Council does is fostering a sense of community but often it is the other way
around, it is places like Kooloora that foster a sense of community! This year has been one of
the most sensitive and challenging year in light of the current pandemic. He thanked Kooloora
deeply and look forward to working with the same dynamic board for the next ten years!
Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting was moved by Boo Teong Khoo, seconded by
Nadia Sandona and accepted by the meeting.
President’s Report for 2019-2020 was normally tabled but read out this year as although it had
been a difficult year due to Covid-10, Kooloora has really shone! Essential services and activities
were continued in a new and creative manner albeit in a Covid safe environment and following
all Covid safe protocols. The President gave a “big” shout and recognition to Kooloora’s amazing
team of volunteers!
Treasurer’s Report 2019-2020 pointed out that Kooloora did not suffer financially as support
came from grants. The challenge for Kooloora is how to utilize the slightly increased income
(including from Tax Office) and how to utilize the funds well. The extra money is not going into
reserves but to increased programs and services. The Treasurer thanked Sheryl Lee for keeping
books.
Manager’s Report highlighted the challenges of operating in a pandemic environment as no one
had a formula or recipe to meet the challenges and guidelines were changing frequently.
Nevertheless, Covid-safe yet friendly protocols were put in place. Many were scared but
Kooloora continued all the essential services including providing free food donated by Harris
Farm through Randwick Council, Colombo, Coles’ Second Bite and other organizations.
Kooloora was still open throughout the pandemic via outdoor access, phone calls, zoom calls
and online programming. A big thank you to the funding bodies of Department of Communities
and Justice, Randwick Council, Land and Housing Corporation, local member of Parliament, Club
and other grants.
Management Committee Members for 2020-21 was confirmed by the meeting as follows: Boo
Teong Khoo, Geoff Cook, Gillian Collinson, Jenny Kelly, Jo Bowen, Paul Compton, Pearl Smith,
and Ron Harris.
Election and confirmation of Auditor for 2020-21 Meagher, Howard & Wright was moved by Jo
Bowen, seconded by Geoff Cook, and accepted by the meeting.
Annual General Meeting ended at 2.13pm and everyone adjourned for lunch.

6|P a g e

Kooloora Community Centre | Annual Report 2021

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The word “pivot” has become a COVID word over the last two years as it sinks into everyday usage.
There is no mistaking the meaning even though I heard Wendy Harmer comment the other day that she
never wanted to hear it again!
It is in fact an accurate description of Kooloora over the last two years as our regular programs and onsite
services have been reduced, expanded or replaced with more urgent services in response to changing
needs in our local community. This was primarily due to the long lockdowns, consequent restrictions,
health regulations and restricted access to the Centre.
One of the program expansions that occurred during this time was the current fresh food and cooked
meals program that was extended to 5 days per week. This required a great deal of human resources
and planning to manage the increased demand within the COVID guidelines.
Kooloora also became a vaccination centre in addition to the weekly health checks and testing clinic that
was already in place.
One of Kooloora’s essential services was transferred to on line management. This was the Energy Assist
Program and because we are the only provider in the region, we were very busy with many new
customers accessing the service for the first time. It involved a lot of administrative work in the office
before forwarding the details on to the EAPA team who were working from home. It was particularly
difficult for some clients because of the digital requirements. Much easier for everyone when it is done
in person at the Centre, which of course was not possible.
The Kooloora Playgroup also moved on line which meant a lot of extra planning for Lee, the Coordinator.
It was very important however, to continue to support parents through a difficult time with practical
parenting input, ideas for activities etc. Needless to say, everyone is very happy to be back on site, in
person.
Unfortunately, Lee is unable to continue in her role, primarily due to health reasons. She has been a
great facilitator of the program and will be very much missed.
The Vacation Care program continued throughout the whole lock down period and operated with very
strict COVID guidelines. This was a welcome relief to a large number of families who were supervising
their children’s schooling at home. It was a safe place for children to interact with each other and share
activities and games. There were no outside excursions provided - everything happened at Kooloora.
Of course during the whole time, Kooloora continued to offer information and referral on a daily basis
either by phone or greeting people at the door. Even practical support continued such as photocopying,
digital support for anyone who turned up, for whatever reason at the Centre. That service remained
unchanged.
Most of the remaining programs returned to the Centre in November except for the Seniors Exercise
Groups – which will be on line till next year and the EAPA program. This is primarily due to restricted
numbers at the Centre and the Health guidelines.
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Needless to say, Kooloora has put in place an approved COVID Safe Policy for the Centre as well as for
The Shed, prior to opening up.
So this past year has been a very stressful and difficult one for us all, but particularly for Andre, who is
the Manager and only full time staff person. His workload increased enormously because of the
additional but necessary administrative and strategic tasks involved in managing a Centre which
provided essential community services in the time of COVID.
Charm, who is our part time worker has been on maternity leave since September following the birth of
Calix. She has been missed very much during this time but a baby is always wonderful news.
Kooloora has exceeded all the outcomes of the contractual agreements in spite of COVID. This is due to
the competent management of the Centre and an extremely skilful and hardworking Manager and an
energetic and committed team of amazing volunteers.
I am standing down from the President’s position - Kooloora very wisely has a limited tenure for
executives but I will remain on the Committee. It has been an exciting time to be involved with the
Centre and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Andre and my fellow committee members and
especially with the volunteers.
Finally, a very big thank you to the Department of Communities and Justice and Randwick Council for
your ongoing financial and practical support for Kooloora.
Also a special mention to our local members, Michael Daly and Matt Thistlethwaite who have always
supported Kooloora on all levels and who show a keen interest in the day to day issues and activities at
the Centre.
Jo Bowen
President
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TREASURER’S REPORT
My opening comment is essentially the same as last year: that although Covid-19 has affected
the operation of the Kooloora Community Centre in various ways, fortunately it has not had a
significant impact on the Centre’s financial viability and Kooloora has maintained both a steady
income and solid financial reserves. You might remember that there was a significant threat
last year that the reserves might be reduced because of major building repairs, but this did not
come to pass as the landlord accepted responsibility for the bulk of the repairs.
Although group activities were reduced last year, there was an increase in individual clients with
complex needs requiring one on one support. Andre Naumovski, the Centre Manager is seeking
further funding to help with this and to facilitate re-opening group activities. I would particularly
like to note that the Centre is in good financial position largely because of Andre’s hard work in
going after funding opportunities and ensuring we meet and report on funding targets. Andre
also keeps the management committee well informed about the various challenges and the
Centre’s bookkeeper, Sheryl Lee, does an excellent job of keeping the finances on track and
advising and supporting Andre and the Management Committee.
An abridged income statement and balance sheet for the year ended 30 June 2021 has been
prepared and included in the Annual Report 2021. The unabridged financial accounts and
audited report prepared by our auditors Meagher, Howard & Wright are available on request.
Paul Compton
Treasurer
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MANAGER’S REPORT
When others run from the fire, Kooloora runs towards it.
Second year of Covid, second lockdown again. It was hard enough to restart all the services after the end
of the first lockdown. This second lockdown spread our resources even thinner.
While everyone will remember this time for the word Covid, another word that is also worth mentioning
is Burnout. It didn’t get the deserved attention, mostly because we were all preocupied with the fear of
the cstching a dangerous virus. There is no doubt that the effects of the burnout among the essential
staff will be felt long after the dust settles.
This year we had a number of staff changes. Charm Culla took a break to spend time with her newborn
Calix. Bianca Martin joined the team in November and is already an asset to Kooloora. Lee and Rosa
couldn’t continue with playgroup due to changes in personal circumstances. Maddy took care of
playgroup in November as well. Maria Pantelis is a go to person for anything related to data entry and
reporting outcomes. Christine Garcia joined Kooloora and instantly made her self a cornerstone of our
EAPA program.The latest addition to our staff is Gina Hooper who is our new teacher in the English class.
Despite the challenges presented by the covid situation, the commitment of everyone at Kooloora
pushed us to the top of the hill again this year.
During the lockdowns we were deemed an essential service delivering programs on behalf of the
Department of Communities and Justice. We didin’t disappoint during this lockdown and that was
acknowledged by our funding body.
Our group activities sucn as Playgroup and Kids Zone, Seniors Exercises, Tai Chi, English and Computer
Classes had to pause temporarily for safety reasons.Meanwhile, the output of our food security program
Second Bite doubled up due to the high demand. The demand skyrocketed for our energy bills assistance
as well.
From the bottom of my heart I thank Felicity, Leti and Christine in Second Bite. Jo, Robyn, Marilyn, Lillian,
Nadia, Sybille and Paul: thank you for delivering hundreds of hours of assessments to people in need.
Our Vacation Care continued during the lockdown and the number of children in attendance actually
increased. Thank you to Nicole Arathoon and the team for pulling through one of the hardest periods for
vacation care. We had one covid case in Vacation Care in October. A number of staff had to isolate and
fortunately everyone was ok.
Last but not least, thank you to Kooloora Management Board and our bookkeeper Shery Lee who sailed
the Kooloora ship safely through the covid storm.
Andre Naumovski
Manager
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PROGRAMS
SUPPORTED PLAYGROUP
Kooloora Supported Playgroup runs twice a week for two
hours and is open to all families with children ages 0-5. During
this, we offer families in the local community an opportunity
to engage in learning experiences that support physical,
social, emotional, cognitive and language development.
Furthermore, this playgroup offers families a safe and
supportive platform to discuss any developmental concerns
they may have regarding their child/ren with professionals.

This year, we welcomed back many families from last year and
opened our doors to new children. At the beginning of the year, we were averaging between twenty to thirty
families a day. Following similar circumstances to last year during the lockdown, the Kooloora Supported Playgroup
closed its doors.

Although this didn’t mean that the fun had to end, our
dedicated staff offered pre-recorded playgroup
sessions. These sessions were then uploaded to our
Kooloora Community Centre website and Facebook
page. From there, families could access the playgroup
from the safety of their homes.

When lockdown ended, we again were one of the first
playgroups to re-open their doors. It was with open
arms that we welcomed a steady flow of families back into our supported playgroup. We even met multiple new
families looking for an opportunity to socialise and support their child’s development.

We said goodbye to the fantastic Lee and Rosa; their energy will be
missed here at Kooloora. Our new playgroup facilitator Maddy comes
from a primary school back group and offers Kooloora Supported
Playgroup a unique perspective; we look forward to seeing her shine
in her new role.

Kooloora remains committed to providing this fee-free service to the
children and families in our local community. Furthermore, where
possible, we continue to offer fruit and vegetables from our second bites program at the end of our playgroups.
Playgroup is a well organised popular program that we hope to develop further in the year 2022.
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VACATION CARE
The September Vacation Care program operated from the 20th September
to the 1st October. Our biggest enrolment day was Wednesday 29th which
was a Blast Off ! Outer Space Day with a total of 34 children on the roll. Due
to Covid restrictions we were unable to run any excursions or incursions but
the in-centre program seemed to be a hit with our children with really good
enrolment numbers every day ranging from 17 - 34.
Unfortunately, the program was cancelled for the last two days, 30th
September and 1st October as a child who attended on the 27th and 28th
September received a positive Covid 19 test result on the 29th September.
We started contacting parents to tell them the service was closed and any
child who attended vacation care on the 27th and 28th was now classified as
a close contact and needed be tested immediately, must isolate for 14 days
regardless of the test results, be re-tested on the 10th and 12th day of
isolation
Whilst this was quite a dramatic end to a truly fantastic program, the support
of parents and staff during the day was sincerely appreciated and as a team
we got through it. It is a shame we did not get to farewell the children as we
normally would but we do look forward to seeing them all again in January.
As always the safety of our children and staff is our number one priority and
I am grateful the parent of the diagnosed children contacted me immediately
once she had the result. This allowed us time to inform all families before too
many arrived at the centre. I believe we followed all Health NSW protocols
to the best of our ability.
It is important to not only focus on the last two days of the program but to
acknowledge the first eight days of the program which were exceptional. My
sincerest thanks to Tarryn, Annette, and Siobhan who worked tirelessly to
create fun filled, exciting days for the children ensuring they were safe, cared for and supported at all times. They
always work extremely hard and I cannot thank them enough
for all their dedication and commitment to the vacation care
children and families. This was clearly evident in the results
of a parent survey we ran during the program to determine
how parents felt about the service we offer. The responses
were glowing and each parent expressed their deepest
gratitude for all that we do for them and their child. A special
thankyou to Charm who was working hard behind the scenes
with enrolments, a task which is time consuming yet Charm
facilitates it perfectly. As always, thank you to Andre,
George, Randwick Council and the Kooloora Committee for
all their tremendous support for without you we would not
be able to run this wonderful program.
Together we continue to impeccably honour our mission statement:
“To provide 5 – 14 year olds in the local community with childcare services during the school holidays which are
enjoyable, at their interest level and safe." Many thanks. Stay safe .
Nicole Arathoon
Child Care Coordinator
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KIDS ZONE
Kooloora Kids Zone is an after-school program that offers children
ages 6-12 an opportunity to engage in sports and craft activities,
receive help with their homework, socialise with other children and
eat a healthy dinner before going home. Additionally, this program
offers children in the local community a safe environment to attend
after school.
This year Charm welcomed her baby boy Calix into the world, which
meant we had to say goodbye to her for a short time. Lucky, we
found our newest staff member Bianca to be a fantastic fit for the
role. Furthermore, we were excited to welcome back our children
from last year, along with a few new families. This year we focused
on embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island culture into our
curriculum.
With another lockdown this year, we sadly had to close our doors to
the Kooloora Kids Zone. During this time, we did a revamp of our
flyer in preparation for our re-opening. As soon as lockdown ended,
our doors opened, and we have been slowly welcoming back the
children and families we missed so much.
Moving into the new year, we hope to continue to grow our attendees through connecting with the local primary
schools. Moreover, encouraging a healthy lifestyle through exercise and healthy eating is a goal we continue to
work towards. Felicita, our resident chef, continues to develop new and exciting meals that support this overall
goal.
Overall, the Kooloora Kids Zone is a program we will continue to run as its benefits for the children and families
within our local community are undeniable.
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FITNESS FOR SENIORS

Same as last year, AIM for Fitness put a break to the senior’s
exercises program to protect seniors who come from the
risk of Covid.
In partnership with AIM for Fitness, Fitness for Seniors
program is restarting in February 2022 with the group
facilitator Lyn. We are in talks with AIM for Fitness from the
Prince of Wales Hospital to start a Yarning group for the
Aboriginal seniors early in 2022.
TAI CHI
Kooloora’s Tai Chi continued between the two lockdowns this
year. It had to be paused to eliminate the risk of covid, but it
was the first group to come back as soon as the lockdown was
lifted. Facilitated by our volunteer and Kooloora’s Secretary
Boo Teong Khoo together with Dr Boonseng Leelarthaepin this
program is a great way for our local community to exercise and
to socialise. New members are always welcome to join. The
program is free with a gold coin donation.
ENGLISH CLASS
This year we said goodbye to our English teacher Jackie Sevcik.
Jackie had to retire due to the change of her personal
circumstances. We welcome our new teacher Gina Hooper who
has delivered the first class just last week.
The English class is free to attend for anyone and is currently run
on Fridays.

COMPUTER CLASS

Lillian Shuttleworth knows how you can send a photo to your friend
in Peru. Just come in on Tuesday and she’ll teach you how to use
your grand daughter’s hand me down smartphone.
We call it computer class, but who in this modern time uses a
computer anyway, when you have a device that you can carry
around in your purse.
Nevertheless, Lillian knows the secrets of copying and pasting on
PC and Mac. Also don’t forget shopping on Ebay too. A very
important skill. As is the video zooming with your bestie.
The classes are free for anyone over 10. The ones under 10 don’t need a lesson, but might be in need of
a device.
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EAPA

This service is provided by a rostered team of 7 volunteers who work in pairs on Tuesdays each week.
The past 12 months has seen an increase in demand as people struggle to pay their electricity and gas
bills in an unpredictable economic climate.
The NSW government offers emergency financial support to people who, because of a crisis are at risk
of having their energy supply disconnected.
The role of the worker is to assess the needs of the customer making sure all their entitlements and
discounts are in place, speak to the energy provider regarding better plans, or payment options and then
to process the appropriate amount of financial assistance.
Due to COVID this whole process now takes place by phone and on line instead of face to face. This has
meant extra work both for the customer and the Kooloora office as well as the EAPA volunteers.
During this difficult time, the EAPA team has shown a willingness to step up and offer extra assistance
during very busy periods, as well as undergo extra training to manage digital transactions. The interaction
with individuals is always done with a respectful appreciation of peoples’ hardship and a nonjudgemental and non-blaming attitude.
VEGED OUT

The Veged Out Co-Op service supplies high quality,
seasonal fruit and vegetables and some bread when
available to members. This service is offered fortnightly, on
Fridays during the school term. The fruit and vegetables
are sourced locally from Farmer John’s Fruit Bar and Deli,
and bread is donated from Malabar bakery.
The Veged Out service has continued this year despite
COVID-19 disruptions and complications.
The volunteers, Jenny Kelly, Shane Flint, David Haugh, Nicole Tustin and Pearl Smith contribute their
time and service to enable this valuable community service to continue. The volunteer work involves
driving a van to pick up the fruit, vegetable and bread from the suppliers; counting and sorting the
products, filling the bags, disposing of boxes, keeping customer information records and accounts.
Veged Out bag price remained at $15 which is a bargain price for the amount and quality received.
The bags are paid before the VEGED OUT date and picked up between 10am – 12pm, on the day.
Members are strongly encouraged and reminded to return the recycled cloth bags to be reused.
The members are a diverse combination of every demographic in the community, such as lowincome earners, elderly, students, families, etc. It is hoped that membership numbers will continue
to grow with increase in promotion and advertising of VegeOut through word of mouth, social
media, ie Facebook and the Kooloora Newsletter; as this service is open to all.
In summary, the VEGED OUT service has survived COVID-19 and it is hoped that it will continue to
grow and thrive in our community offering great quality, unpackaged, nutritious food, at a bargain
price.

15 | P a g e

Kooloora Community Centre | Annual Report 2021

SECOND BITE

Second Bite survived two
lockdowns with great success.
During the second lockdown this
year,
Kooloora
provided
hundreds of parcels with fruit,
veggies, cooked meals and
bread.
Same as last year, the food
program was greatly enhanced
with the help of Randwick
Council Community Development team lead by Jodi Tweed. Kooloora
received and distributed over 500 parcels with staple food in
partnership with Randwick Council. Free food was distributed at the
crucial time of this crisis to the most disadvantaged members of the
community.
Free cooked meals were provided by Plate It Forward to Kooloora and distributed to everyone who
needed cooked food on their table.
The free food program has remained highly popular. Between 50-100 bags are distributed every week.
Kooloora managed to catch up with the demand due to the selfless help from Felicita, Leti and Christine.
THE SEEKERS

Seekers group is a social group of women
aged 45+ who meet at Kooloora on
Mondays over a nice afternoon tea, while
crocheting a blanket or teddy bear.
The Seekers have been the greatest
contributor to Kids Zone for their generous
monetary donations. Their contributions
allowed us to buy sports equipment, craft
materials and other things needed for the after school program
Although they have not been on day trips due to COVID, the ladies are enjoying their small
gatherings at the centre over some nice tea and sweet delights.
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THE WOODTURNERS

Well it would be hard to say that 2021 has been a good
year for Eastern Region Woodturners. Early in the year it
was all looking fairly good. Then Delta hit. The group
struggled through the lockdown. Our main concern was
that we had no time to oil our machinery before the 106
day lockdown hit.
We lost about one third of our membership due mainly
to the lockdown. However, we were able to reopen fairly
soon after restrictions were eased and I am happy to
report that we are back to normal operations for fully
vaccinated members. Our memberships are growing
slowly and the group is looking forward to better times.
During the lockdown period the group was donated a Record Lathe with all its equipment and tools.
This has now been installed and is in regular use.
Christmas will be a busy time for us. The group will be helping with Kooloora activities, attending the
Bunnings Christmas Market on 9 December, holding a craft and art market on 11 and 12 December and
our Christmas Party on 19 December.
Our shed will close for Christmas and New Year.

Phil Mcleod
Woodturners

THE NEW MACHINE READY TO GO.
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PARTNERS
KINGSFORD LEGAL CENTRE

To ensure the safety of staff, students and clients,
Kingsford Legal continued their free legal advice
appointments over the phone with all the staff
working from home.
Kingsford Legal Centre provided free legal advice and
assistance to people who live, work or study in the
Randwick City LGA and Port Botany Wards of Bayside
Council in New South Wales.

KIRKETON ROAD CENTRE

South Eastern Sydney Local Health District, though its Kirketon
Road Centre used Kooloora Community Centre premises for the
Vaccination Access Program.
The Vaccination Access Program aimed to increase access to
COVID-19 vaccinations for priority populations and it helped
reach people who would have otherwise found it difficult to be
vaccinated. There were a total of three full weeks of vaccination
clinics at Kooloora. Also the mobile vaccination clinics continue
every Thursday afternoon. The premises at Kooloora were
made available to help the local community to access
vaccination in a convenient, welcoming and trusted space.
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EVENTS
HEAL COUNTRY ABORIGINAL EVENT

On Sunday, 28th November, we celebrated Kooloora’s “Healing Country” event. We started off the day
with a Welcome to Country done by Aunty Maxine Ryan, she kindly Welcomed us to land we all met on
the Bidjigal & Gadigal land and paid respect to elders past, present and emerging and to the Aboriginal
people in the room.
We had three amazing Aboriginal performers, Uncle Matty Doyle, Brock and Bianca who did an incredible
Aboriginal tradition dance performance. They mesmerized the crowd with their Didgeridoo performance
and their Spirit, Crow, and Fishing dance! The crowd even got the opportunity to get up and learn the
Ochre dance. The dancers really set the mood for the day and brought the community together. Aunty
Maxine also had set up a workshop for the kids doing rock paintings and Aboriginal art, it was a massive
hit with the kids!
We were also fortunate enough to have Angela, a local artist set up an amazing display about the
importance of recycling and taught so much about what we can be doing as a community with our
plastics and how recyclable art can be therapy.
We all enjoyed a yummy BBQ that the Woodturners cooked so perfectly. It was a wholesome day with
over 100 people coming out to celebrate and was lovely to have the whole community together to
celebrate our 2021 Healing Country event!
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KOOLOORA OPEN DAY 20 20
The celebration of NAIDOC and Youth Week NSW was a great opportunity for Kooloora to open its doors to the
community again. After a long and somewhat socially awkward year for everyone, finally we were able to come
back together as a community and have some food and fun.
Thank you to Aunty Maxine who opened the event with a Welcome to Country and for entertaining our youngest
with her amazing table full of Aboriginal shell art. Matt Thistlethwaite MP Kingsford and Danny Said Mayor of
Randwick addressed the visitors and presented to the public Kooloora’s newly constructed multi-sport court.
We had a sporting competition for our youth alongside the unavoidable community BBQ, courtesy of our
Woodturners. The event was supported by Jodi Tweed from Randwick Council and her Community Development
team, Michael West from the Department of Communities and Justice, our local Aboriginal artist Ali Golding with
her beautiful Aboriginal paintings, our faithful Kooloora volunteers and the people from the local community who
helped us make sure this event is safe and enjoyable for everyone.
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VOLUNTEER’S AWARD 2021

Volunteers are the unsung heroes in all our communities – although they don’t seek recognition
for all they do, they certainly deserve it! Research reveals that volunteering also benefits
volunteers themselves. It reduces symptoms of depression, improves self-reported health and
lowers mortality. Volunteering expands people’s social networks, and gives people new skills
which can lead to employment. After last year becoming the year of COVID19 and wide-spread
closures across the country, Kooloora was pleased to once again be able to host our annual
Volunteer Awards and celebrate the amazing work that so many people in our community do.
We were lucky to have Matt Thistletwaite, Mayor Danny Said and Michael from DCJ to join us
in handing out awards and recognising our volunteers’ continued efforts in providing excellent
support to the community centre and enjoying a fantastic lunch with food leftover for days.
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COVID INFO DAY FOR ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’ S DAY MANDALA
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FINANCIAL REPORT
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